
Dear Calvary family, 

You have probably heard the news by now about Lindsay and I, but just in case you 

haven’t: We will be moving to Arizona next month where I will be working on the Student 

Ministries team at a church in my hometown. We have been praying and wrestling through this 

decision for months, and it has become clear to us that this is the right move to make. 

This has definitely been a difficult decision. We love the staff and members of this 

church, and we have felt their love in return. I have a great deal of respect for the vision and 

direction of this church and the leaders that God has in place here. While we have seen God at 

work here at Calvary, and we are sure that it was God who led us here, we still feel called back 

home to Arizona. We’re heading to a church that has had a special place in both of our lives for 

years. I feel that God has wired me up to truly thrive in my new position. I will be working 

alongside people who I have considered mentors and friends for years. I can understand why this 

might not make sense to some people in light of how many amazing things are happening here at 

Calvary! We know that thousands of people have grown very deep roots here. Those people will 

understand the sense of connection and belonging that Lindsay and I feel for the church we’re 

headed to. Josh Simpson and Brent Dedmon probably felt the same way about joining the team 

here at Calvary years ago- this was their church. It spoke their heart language. It had a great deal 

of history and meaning to them. It must have felt like a dream come true to have a job offer from 

this church. I feel that same way about the invitation I have accepted. It will be very hard to leave 

a church where so many wonderful things are happening, but we must. This isn’t an easy choice 

for us, but it is the right choice. 

We are so grateful that we’ve had this opportunity to come and share our lives with the 

Calvary family. I will miss the students dearly, and I will be asking God to bring someone that 

will be a perfect fit for the high school team very soon. I know that they are in good hands even 

as this transition takes place! 

Thank you for sharing your lives with us, for opening your doors to us, and for your 

grace. We need it now as we strive to be obedient to God in taking this next step. We love you 

guys and we will miss you!

Ryan and Lindsay Guard


